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Parag Honour List 2024 brings to you a
curated collection of outstanding books in
English and Hindi, for children and young
adults.

An initiative of theTata Trusts, the Parag
Honour List, published annually, comprises
noteworthy books of the year with brief
information about each title. The list is
categorized according to age and genre.

It is put together through multiple reviews
and careful screening by an independent
jury.The list aims to promote access to good
quality children’s literature that librarians,
teachers, parents and children can refer to
and read.

As per this year’s criteria, we received
original writing in the category of early
readers, young readers and young adults,
in fiction, non-fiction and poetry, from 48
Indian publishers, published between
October 2022 and September 2023.

We hope this list will enable a wider
readership to some of the best Indian
children’s books!
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EARLY READER

Fiction

Buffalo Baby

Publisher Big Beetle Books
Published 2023

Author Nandita

Illustrator Charbak Dipta

In this charming wordless book, a
little girl's attempts to make friends
with a buffalo calf and get her to
play are depicted with great humour
and sensitivity. The warm loving
atmosphere of the grandparents’
home is immediately relatable for
most children. The rural setting is
beautifully illustrated. The little
girl finally succeeds because she
identifies that one activity that
forges a strong bond, which every
child has experienced. The poop
element is always a hit.

Cyrus the Whyrus

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

A charming, quick-paced story
that plays with words and makes
them fun, bringing alive the
everyday in a magical way. The
theme of a child always asking
'Why?' is explored in an imaginative
way and there is fortunately no big
moralin the story. The illustrations
are full of quirky details, to be
looked at again and again for new
delights everytime! The craft of
storytelling through both the
words and the pictures makes

this book a real keeper.

Hello, Sun!

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Rajiv Eipe
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

A delightful book that presents
the sense of wonder that lies in
the everyday natural world.

The evocative illustrations show

a bright-eyed boy encountering
and investigating many creatures
in his little world around his home.
The comfort of the child in his
surroundings would appeal to

any child who loves the outdoors,
irrespective of the context they are
growing up in. The book can also
encourage children to go out and
explore.

Marathi translation by Pratham
Books is recommended.



Listen to Appa

Publisher Eklavya

Published 2023

Author Asha Nehemiah
Illustrator Shubhshree Mathur

This is a charming book that
challenges the stereotypical roles
of adult-child and mother-father
with fun and simplicity. The
illustrations are quirky, with a
sense of character and space,
adding a layer to the narrative.
The writing is rhythmic,
interspersed with humour for
readers across ages. A great
example of how illustrations
and text should come together
in books for early readers!

Hindi translation by Eklavya is
recommended.

Our Library

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2023

Author Raviraj Shetty
Illustrator Deepa Balsavar

This warm book invites readers to
a diverse and inclusive children's
library, consciously including
children with both physical and
intellectual disabilities. We get a
glimpse into the lives of children
as well as their parents and
caregivers. Right from the striking
cover to accurate depiction of
children, theillustrator does a
fabulous job to lift the book out

of the ordinary.

Kannada and Marathi translations by
Pratham Books are recommended.

What Do We Name This Dog?

ey P bl e Frvats Wy

What Do We Name This
Dog?

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Published 2023

Author Menaka Raman
Illustrator Proiti Roy

A charming story of a dog who
seems to belong to no one but who
finally finds a name and a home.
Diversity is naturally embedded in
the story that shows the antics of
the dog and the open-heartedness
of the people. Beautiful illustrations
add a layer in presenting the
contemporary urban setting.

A book full of love, for the dog

and for the community thatis
joined together by its arrival.

Hindi, Kannada and Marathi
translations by Tulika Publishers

are recommended.



When We Are Home

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2023

Author Priyadarshini Gogoi
Illustrator Pankaj Saikia

This is a lovely book that presents
a specific and difficult context
through the everyday joy that
children have the ability to find.
The illustrations evoke Majuli in
every page - the houses on stilts,
weaving activities, food, cultivation-
richly bringing to life, the world
that s lost to the rising flood
waters. The reveal at the end is
moving. The creators of this book
are Assamese and bring in a
familiarity with the landscape
captured in the book.

Hindi and Kannada translations by
Pratham Books are recommended.
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YOUNG READER (7+)

Fiction

Afo and |

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2023

Author Canato Jimo
Illustrator Canato Jimo

Set in North-East India, this story
explores big and small losses,
goodbyes and change through a
multi-layered narrative with many
questions. Why does someone
have to leave the village? What
makes a city different? The vivid
artwork is consistently from a
child’s perspective, capturing the
feeling of being smallin a vast
world. Layered with everyday joy
and human-nature connections,
this is a book for many ages!
Hindi, Kannada and Marathi
translations by Pratham Books

are recommended.
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Biji's in the Kitchen

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Natasha Sharma
Illustrator Sonal Gupta

Everyone’s grandma is supposed
to be all warm and fuzzy and

a great cook. But Biji rides a
motorbike, loves to wear make up,
and invents food mishmashes like
mangoes with parantha. And Biji is
a terrible cook. She does try,

but what she comes up with is
hilariously inedible. Until finally
she finds that one thing she can
actually cook well. The bright and
action-filled illustrations help to
make this colourful grandma real.

Lights Out

Publisher Karadi Tales
Published 2023
Author Vibha Batra
Illustrator Sahitya Rani

Based on a true eventin rural
Tamil Nady, this story follows a
boy's efforts to rally villagers to
rescue nestlings of a vulnerable
bird species. It captures community
involvement in prioritizing a bird's
protection over immediate needs.
Diverse characters offer insight into
rural life and draw attention to a
co-existence with nature and each
other. The artwork, using a limited
palette, plays with darkness and
perspective in interesting ways.



YOUNG READER (7+)

Non-fiction




YOUNG READER (7+)
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Grace

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2023

Author Sayantan Datta
Illustrator Priya Dali

Perhaps the first children’s book
in India that chronicles a
significant transgender public
figure, Grace Banu. The engaging
storyline, along with plentiful
illustrations shape an interesting
narrative, introducing children

to a theme they may not have
encountered often. Written by

3 queer-trans author, this is a
significant representation in
Indian CL. A great book to help
children think about gender

and caste realities.

Kannada and Marathi translations by
Pratham Books are recommended.

LAYANYS KARLGT,

The Girl Who Loved
Words: Mahasweta Devi

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Lavanya Karthik

The book introduces writer
Mahasweta Devi in wonderful,
spare text and striking artwork
that can inspire young readers to
find out more about the writer.
The writer's love for words is
presented through the trope of

a bedtime story told by an older
sister to her siblings, with the older
sister revealed as Mahasweta
Devi at the end. The illustrations
draw from the specific context of
Bengal, paying homage to the art
of Chittoprosad Bhattacharya.

We Hope: Children on
Climate Change

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2023

Author Multiple children
Illustrator Mulitple illustrators

This collection features children's
comments on climate change,
along with simply and evocatively
communicated information on
specific issues. Reflecting children's
voices from diverse environments,
it covers a range of landscape-
related challenges. Spectacular
illustrations by different illustrators
mirror this diversity of voices and
contexts. The book makes space for
children’s voices and brings home
the idea that climate change affects
everyone.

Hindi and Marathi translations by
Pratham Books are recommended.
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YOUNG READER (7+)

Poetry

A Hatful of Dragons

Publisher HarperCollins Children's
Books

Published 2022

Author Vikram Madan

Illustrator Vikram Madan

Good poems for children are hard
to come by, especially modern
ones. This is a delightful collection
of poems on all sorts of weird and
wacky themes like dinosaur eggs
and pangolins that play music.
The incidents are bizarre yet
identifiable. The language is witty
and beautiful, with unusual words
and carefully crafted rhythm.
These are poems to read aloud, or
silently to yourself, and enjoy the
play of language and a parade of
quirky creatures.
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YOUNG READER (10+)

Fiction
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Bipathu and a Very Big
Dream

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Anita Nair

Illustrator Parmita Mukherjee

This lovely book, setin rural
Kerala, features a captivating cast
embodying essential questions-
how to live with difference, how
to remain curious, and hold on
to dreams. These themes are
delicately examined, allowing
readers to think independently.
The writing, simple yet richly
layered, evokes a sense of place
and rootedness. The illustrations
are few but packed with detail
and character.

Maithili and the
Minotaur: Forest of
Forgotten Fears

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author C.G. Salamander
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

In this wildly, fantastical adventure,
Maithili and her irreverent friends —
a minotaur, a wolfhound, a snake
and a three-eyed cat — embark on

a thrilling and dangerous journey
through a living, breathing forest.
An adventure ensues, as the
familiar school library and forest
are imbued with an edginess.

The superb artwork brings each
character alive, making this comic-
format book a worthy successor
to the first title in the series.
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Non-fiction
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How to Reach Mars and
other Impossible Things

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Menaka Raman

Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

The Indian Mars Mission has
surely been of great interest to
many children. Here is a narrative
non-fiction that gives an inside
look into the mission and the
scientists involved. On a field

trip to the Satellite Centre in
Bengaluru, curious and fearless
Rabia seeks out the scientists and
discovers the remarkable women
behind the mission. Wonderful
illustrations with a touch of
humour bring the story alive.

Lady Tarzan: Jamuna
Takes a Stand

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
(Ektara)

Published 2023

Author Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

This was the name given to Jamuna
Tudu, a young Adivasi who grew
up thinking of trees as her siblings.
Her lone battle against rampant
deforestation inspired a movement,
led largely by women. Her courage
in confronting powerful forces
shows how anyone can make a
difference. Beautifully illustrated,
this book brings the forest to life.
Translations in Hindi (Ektara), Marathi
(Eklavya) and Kannada (Bahuroopi
Publishers) are recommended.
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The Harmony of Bees
and Other Charms of
Creepy Crawlies

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Published 2023

Author Ranjit Lal

Illustrator Kavita Singh Kale

Creepy-crawlies are an eternal
source of fascination as well as
revulsion. In this highly readable
book by a seasoned naturalist,
everday insects are portrayed
with a fresh perspective, revealing
bizzare aspects of their lives.

Male spiders woo their mates with
gifts to avoid being eaten by her.
Butterflies don't just drink nectar,
but also blood and alcohol.

Read on!



Who Clicked That Pic?

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
(Ektara)

Published 2023

Author Nandita Da Cunha
Photographer Priya Kuriyan

An exceptional book that blends
textand illustrations to introduce
pioneering woman photographer
Homai Vyarawalla. The story moves
briskly from one photo to the next
on Homai's limited roll of film, with
illustrations that brilliantly capture
the photography process. The
biographical note and facsimiles of
Homai’s images at the end adds
valuable context. This book is a
model biography, hopefully setting
tone for others to come.
Translations in Hindi (Ektara), Marathi
(Eklavya) and Kannada (Bahuroopi
Publishers) are recommended.
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YOUNG ADULT (13+4)

Fiction

Boom Boom

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Published 2022

Author Prema Revathi
Illustrator Anthoni Guruz

This compelling story of a young
boy in rural Tamil Nadu, leading

a life differently from the likely
readers of this book, spotlights the
precarious and deprived, yet free
existence of a child from a nomadic
community, and the social context
in which the family's traditional
occupation is abandoned. Neither
school nor the care and comfort
of family are in the picture.

A thought-provoking read that
can generate introspection and
discussion.
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Lostin Translation

Publisher Karadi Tales (In
Partnership with PARI)
Published 2023

Author Jyoti Shinoli
Illustrator Tanvi Parulkar

The book attempts to bridge the
divide between urban and rural
children’s lived experiences.
Suddenly uprooted because of
his parents' distress migration,
Giri finds himself in a situation
where he is no longer the smart
and popular boy in his class as
he once was. Instead, he is a silent
stranger, whose language no one
understands. How he slowly
negotiates this new reality, and
takes charge of his life, is an
inspiring story, told with a light
touch.

_NANDITA BASU

Starry Starry Night

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Nandita Basu

Illustrator Nandita Basu

This poignant narrative navigates
the complexities of young adult
life, while philosophically
exploring death. Conversations
feel authentic, and using 'Death’
as a character and companion is
an interesting device to reflect on
the past and present. Pen and ink
drawings suit the graphic format
effectively. Importantly ending
with hope and resolution, the story
is insightful and wise, without
being preachy. It would resonate
with many young readers today.
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The Henna Start-up

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Andaleeb Wajid

A pacy, romantic, coming-of-

age novel that brings alive the
challenges and joys of a girl
growing up in contemporary
middle-class Muslim family in
Bangalore. The protagonist’s quest
for agency is skillfully presented,
breaking stereotypes in an organic
and layered way. Weaving an
engaging romace amidst class
differences and family/ community
expectations, this book conveys the
complexities of relationships and
everyday life with both humour
and seriousness.

SHABMAM MINW

Zen

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2023

Author Shabnam Minwalla

Two 18-year-old Zainabs, nearly
a century apart. Both rather
unconventional, gutsy, and not
yet fully grown up. This intriguing
and exciting book portrays the
awakening of love, of political
awareness, and of the dilemmas
faced by both Zainabs. Both live
in times of turmoil: the freedom
struggle, and the fight to preserve
democracy in the current times.
Their lives touch each other
through a sari here, a diary there.
A totally engrossing and delicate
coming-of-age story.
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YOUNG ADULT (13+)

Non-fiction
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Jamini Roy's Unbroken
Lines

Publisher Artlst and KNMA
Published 2023

Author Vinitha

Illustrator Tanvi Bhat

A beautifully produced book,
focusing on the Bangla artist
Jamini Roy, that explores his
growth as an artist and how the
art he saw around him shaped his
style. The text is written simply
and evocatively, and the design of
the book, with many cut-throughs,
pull-outs and flaps, offers multiple
ways of engaging with text and
image. The activities at the end

of the book are well-designed and
encourage ways of understanding
his style more practically.

The People of the Indus

Publisher Penguin Random House
India

Published 2023

Author Nikhil Gulati with Jonathan
Mark Kenoyer

Illustrator Nikhil Gulati

This brilliantly researched
collaboration between a graphic
artist and archaeologist
meticulously presents the story
of the Indus Valley Civilization in
a comic-book format. Through an
unnamed narrator, it presents
complex historiographical issues
accessibly, not shying away from
difficult debates of origin and
identity. The imagination of the
Indus cities requires fidelity to
known objects and structures.
The book adheres to this closely.

Unknown Heroes of
India's Freedom
Struggle

Publisher Tulika Publishers
Published 2022

Author P. Sainath

Illustrator Mulitple illustrators

The term 'freedom struggle'
conjures images of iconic leaders,
yet there were millions of others
who contributed to India's
independence, displaying
remarkable courage and sacrifice
at their own small levels. Journalist
P. Sainath documents the lives of
these lesser-known figures, many
in their twilight years. The graphic
format brings their stories alive in
this fascinating children’s version.
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Thejaswi Shivanand is a library educator at Champaca
Children’s Library, Bengaluru. He works with schools and
library-focused organisations across the country in the
professional development space to support the growth of
communities of readers. He has an abiding love for picture
books and is continually astounded by their ability to
reach and embrace readers, irrespective of age and
background, with the wholeness of life.

“Each outstanding children’s book is unique

in its own way. One might have a wonderful
story; another might present the pastin a fresh
perspective; it may have memorable characters,
or a compelling plot. A picture book may have
fabulous illustrations or designs. Irrespective
of genre and format, however, 3 common
thread across outstanding books is that they
offer scope for a deep engagement with and
enjoyment of what they hold. They speak of
the best and the worst of humanity, making
one pause and reflect. Sometimes they are
overwhelming, but always with an intention

to bring readers back to this world and its lived
experiences- at once beautiful and complex.”

Mini Shrinivasan is a children’s writer and teacher educator
based in Pune. She has worked extensively in the field of
early childhood and primary education for children in rural
schools. Her books for pre-teens have won the Sahitya
Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar and the Hindu Young World
Award. She also writes for very young, early learners.

In her free time she tries unsuccessfully to draw and sing.

“At first, the sheer number and range of books
overwhelm you: a wealthy Mumbai teenager’s
political awakening; a human and buffalo baby
becoming friends; a whole new way of learning
about the Indus Civilization- how to choose!
This year’s submissions were full of surprises-
some unusual hits and misses, and a whole
range in between! But one thing is certain —

at least in English and Hindi, more and better
books for children are coming out each year,
from creators across the country. With more
translations, these books can bring joy to
children everywhere.”



Samina Mishra is a documentary filmmaker, writer,

and teacher based in New Delhi, with a special interest

in media for and about children. Her work uses the lens of
childhood, identity and education to reflect the experiences
of growing up in India. She also runs The Magic Key Centre
for the Arts and Childhood.
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“It was an honour to be on the PHL Jury this
year and read a plethora of books that are
contributing to the exciting landscape of Indian
children’s literature today. The process was an
opportunity for me to sense where we have
reached, and how much further we need to go.
Reading the books over the year, and engaging
in conversations with my fellow jurors towards
the end allowed for a reflective process that

is necessary for practices as subjective as list-
making. The entire process underlined the
importance of building a nuanced under-
standing of childhood in India, as we write

and create for children.”

“qeh 1T hgrad & b Wi & i o7 g1 =
A | 3Ry g, T 3t g, ofiR fhe w@ifeE gt
39 IR WG I fohdTall & ToRd gY aRad g
gIad ITe 377 TRfT | 31fdehaR fhare uge! af TRk &
g e ot foh I 819 & o ot A foRam| gemT
fmfor ud famm afYes TR o1 81 oot ara ag ot
& fohdrat 7 & T fawg, AF--3 ot fotartt &
ST 7 31T @ €| hidaTy 31 Ueh al &< hl Aal
E; FAR Ao off uget &l gomT § ag &1 St ural
Y 3rfeend, BTRIY o Sfta o1 FHTALT AT Ufd &
Y T Y Ay &1 T 9t a1 ag o &
T | & UETT §HR SHIdIeh ST oht 96l &t 8,
19 Ueh §fg ST, U i &gl § deet dT 81"



Teft hTerT et gfafdiér § ugrd & ofik 38 serfat g
c UHE 81 S0 A I6iA AU ST I ASGR FHeT=al gl 8l
37 T Tent ht TR 3fR ITe TTfecd & IR & Ugral & | Ihr
AT & foh 191 & foIT UeHT 3o 95y T 998 dgdii swHTe
81 3 et fT g QAT UdiE et & STk 3ehT @Te & foh
e R v At s

AT & g dgddia arer difgd e aFA
AT T T g1 8% T IR H Uh1{RAd g4 aTe!
I fehdTdl el ITehR 6 atfichd hch Ueh GiT
aifSa &Y STt &1 o g o Al ot dgasie |t
1fgd i Toh daR gt et ok ag Iufie oft
St & o gfiaT arer anfeea & qore & it JTuds
T 81 B & ITY oiaeh, FAhR 3R Ueprreh URa g
‘A e’ ot a9 Yeh A7 i Aft §, X3t Uah
3! fohara Tadh foly & ifeh a8 gAY ehedAT ot
Gierehe Tt AT ht TR et & SR T T TG,
STl 817

ATctaRT 1 A fUsel i a1l & Tqel, freten ufRreror srisheT,
TSR, R- TR} Terait ofR Uepi T & 91y gud
w0 Y M fRaT g1 TR 5o ast # a1 aifged ¥ e fore
e I ufehar I e Sremg HY IR F RQug S @ &1 I
Tifgeg i gHler 3R TOHigeme fReelt Td Taefigemd) &
QTG & dTe ST gt uTaageadnl ht fmfor wiaft, aeften
gfafaat ofk fRieres uferor & ureashy faera @ St wfafod §
AT ETE |

“digege Y gfehar @ S & 3gHd Jgd &l g@a
IT| TTeT ¥R &1 3= aTeT qIfed UeA ahl BT
fordTalt @l ued THy U8 Ygary g foh g1el & g
qrelt 7 s=a1 & forq T1feea e gt, 39 9HeT | doit
Y Wheh 31T 38T & | ATARiLT foharal & oo, gt
FHeT SR Rt fl GagRd Be1 & @l et
1T ifgd & 3Mehses (AR dht IgfAad WE A9R
375 | el FACITERR I 31 Wifgcd T <hl & ITe a8
St & oy forar ST @1 8t ar 518t & ferg1”



Parag Honour List
2024

Hindi




\1 Para
7 & Eungur
st
4
parag 5. W

Parag Initiative of Tata Trusts is driven by a belief in the transformative
power of reading. Parag is working to ensure that children across India can
appreciate and enjoy reading, especially in diverse languages. Parag’s
three-pronged model for sourcing, publishing and disseminating children’s
literature has catalysed the children’s literature, reading and literacy
ecosystem towards encouraging joyful reading among children and youth.
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