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Parag Honour List 2023 brings to you a
curated collection of outstanding books in
English and Hindi, for children, young
readers and young adults. An initiative of
Tata Trusts, the Parag Honour List, published
annually, comprises of noteworthy books of
the year with brief information about each
title. It has been created after careful
screening and multiple reviews by experts in
the children’s literature sector. The list aims
to promote access to good quality children’s
literature that librarians, teachers, parents
and children can refer to and read.

As per this year’s criteria, we received original
writing in the category of early readers,
young readers and young adults, in fiction,
non-fiction and poetry, from 33 Indian
publishers, published between October 2021
and September 2022.

We hope this list will enable a wider
readership to some of the best Indian
children’s books!
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Fiction

Beauty is Missing

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Priya Kuriyan
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

Priya Kuriyan, the illustrator-writer
of this book has woven a tale around
an unusual pair of heroines - a sharp
and brave rural policewoman and a
music-loving buffalo. Beauty, the
buffalo goes missing, and Jincy, the
policewoman gets down to work to
find her. The beautiful illustrations
tell half the story, and the tightly
written text conveys the rest, subtly
and hilariously. This book is a treat
for both early readers as well as
older children.

Marathi, Telugu, Kannada and Oriya
translations by Pratham Books are
recommended.

Dugga

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Rajiv Eipe
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

This is a heart-warming wordless
picture book which tells the story
of an indie dog in a busy city.
Dugga’s life is not easy - he lives
beneath the sidewalk, forages for
food and often faces the wrath of
humans. But as a survivor he’s
incredibly endearing. Then one
day he has a nasty accident. The
illustrations are remarkable, done
only in shades of brown, as they
make us relook at all the dogs who
live and survive on the streets
around us.

Jokhu and the Big Scare

Publisher Tulika Books
Published 2022

Author Priyadarshini Gogoi
Illustrator Debasmita Dasgupta

A fun picture book about a monster
or jokhini, sourced from Assamese
folklore, but given a modern twist.
The central character of Jokhu is
wildly illustrated and perhaps the
idea is that scary monsters need
not always be either feared or
defeated, but can also be
befriended. The little girl who
becomes friends with Jokhu is
unshaken and fearless. But even as
a friend Jokhu is not entirely tamed
in the end! And that is good!
Marathi and Telugu translations by
Tulika Books are recommended.



EARLY READER

Fiction
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My Street

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Sadaf Siddique
Illustrator Habib Ali

A tale for today'’s troubled times,
where the entire neighbourhood
comes together to help a boy who
breaks a toy that he used to ride
the streets. The sense of
movement, speed and joy of the
boy as he whizzes through the
neighbourhood are superbly
captured in snapshots from
different vantage points in this
wordless book. The strong theme
of fraternity is held easily but
firmly in this breezy and
beautifully illustrated book.

The Theatre of Ghosts

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Pankaj Saikia
Illustrator Pankaj Saikia

Ajourney in the dark to an
evening of traditional theatre
turns out to be quite the adventure
for five children and a puppu.

The pages in this wordless tale

are brilliantly lit by the
illustrations where the children,
led by the three girls, encounter
fears as they make their way
through the jungles, fields and
wetlands of the Majuli island. A
sterling example of a deeply
contextual story that echoes
universal themes and values while
not losing a sense of adventure
and fun.

When a Forest Wakes Up

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2021

Author Sudarshan Shaw
Illustrator Sudarshan Shaw

If you see patterns in clouds and
creatures in the sun and moon,
then you'll love this picture book.
It draws images in words and the
illustrations offer various
interpretations. The beautiful
images, borrowing from various
folk-art forms, are done in bold
strokes and often challenge the
words on the page. All the animals
in the forest are allegorical, even
the sun! Meant for all age groups,
this picture book is a magical
journey into our own imagination.
Marathi translation by Pratham Books
is recommended.
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Who's afraid of Z? Not Me!

Publisher HarperCollins
Publishers India

Published 2022

Author Lubaina Bandukwala
Illustrator Allen Shaw

A delightful story, written in verse,
about a family computer which has
lost the letter 'z’ (American ‘Zee’).
We can imagine what would
happen if we were to lose ‘a’ or ‘p’
on the keyboard. But z'? Playfully
narrated and illustrated, the story
makes us think about the much
neglected ‘Z'. The wordplay and the
mischief make this a fun book.
There are a ‘illion’ reasons to read
this picture book!
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YOUNG READER

Fiction

Grandfather's
Tiger Tales

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Published 2022

Author Anjana Basu

Illustrator Aaryama Somayaji

Using the familiar trope of a
grandfather who loves to talk

of the past, three stories centred
around the tiger are narrated to
the child, who is both the
grandson and the reader. Two of
the stories have a germ of
historical fact, around which a
tale is built. The third one is the
old tiger myth of the Sunderbans
retold. The royal, dignified, lone
tiger, awe-inspiring, terrifying as
well as fascinating, shines through
all three stories.

FERE T T AT

Chand ragupta Maurya
EeEEniaught

History Hunters:
Chandragupta Maurya
and the Greek Onslaught

Publisher Hachette India
Published 2022

Author Shruti Garodia and Archana
Garodia Gupta

Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

History meets science fiction meets
classic adventure story in this
exciting time travel tale of a group
of children and an unlikely pet
finding themselves in a world 2000
years ago. Bringing the era of
Alexander and the Mauryan rulers
alive through the eyes of the
children, itis an unusual and
gripping journey through history,
while also keeping the pace fast and
tense, until the end.

MDHSTER

Monster Folktales
from South Asia

Publisher HarperCollins
Publishers India

Published 2021

Author Musharraf Ali Faroogqi
Illustrator Michelle Farooqi

This is a thrilling but thoughtful
collection of monster folktales from
all over South Asia. A giant ogre who
eats people, a fire demon and a sea
monster — all create havoc. The
language is evocative and the
illustrations are quite flamboyant as
monsters leap out of the pages.

The stories can be read aloud to
younger children. As with most
monster tales, these too end with
victory over the monster, which can
be external or internal. Is there
anyone who has not fought
monsters?



YOUNG READER

Fiction
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Paati vs Uncle

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2022

Author Meera Ganapathi
Illustrator Parmita Mukherjee

Those two words are acronyms for
two groups of extremely feisty and
gutsy elderly people, not quite like
the soft sweet cuddly grandmas
and grandpas one sees in most
children’s books. These elders don’t
cook your favourite food or tell you
stories about gods. They get out
there and get things done. The
little child caught in this storm is
only looking for some peace and
quiet in this retirement community,
but that is not what he gets.

Pedru and the Big Boom

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Published 2021

Author Nandita da Cunha
Illustrator Niharika Shenoy

Big environmental issues like
mining are not easy to make
interesting for children. This book
manages to do just that, because
the reader identifies with the
young protagonist who is not
initially very aware or interested in
such things, but when he is
confronted with a stark reality he
actually gets involved in a scheme
for deflecting the impending
environmental crisis in his home
village and surroundings.

Pinkoo Shergill
Pastry Chef

Publisher Scholastic India
Published 2021

Author Vibha Batra
Illustrator Shamika Chaves

A story about an 11-year-old
would-be pastry chef. Narrated in

a lively tone, the play on words and
font-sizes adds to the humour.
Pinkoo Shergill would much rather
make raspberry cheesecake, than
practice shooting like a good Punjabi
boy, much to the disappointment of
his Papaji. So, will Pinkoo win the
baking contest and justify his
passion? Find out, as you delight in
the witty language, taste all the
sinful delights conjured up by Pinkoo
and meet blabbermouth Tutu,
annoying Nimrat and coach Aalu!



Reva and Prisha

Publisher Scholastic India
Published 2021

Author Shals Mahajan
Illustrator Lavanya Karthik

In this story, Reva and Prisha are
two children sharing a home with
two mothers, Runu and Pritam.
A sensitive portrayal such as this
one, capturing a glimpse into the
lives of queer people by a queer
author does not feel tokenistic at
any pointin the book and in fact
underscores that life is a rainbow
in its multifarious dimensions.
The illustrations add a different
dimension to bringing the
characters alive, highlighting
some unique sides to this family.
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- Likl & B

Abanindranath's
House of Stories

Publisher Artlst
Published 2022
Author Likla Lall
Illustrator Eva Sanchez Gomes

This is a beautifully designed and
illustrated book on Abanindranath
Tagore’s art. This is how books on
art should be - playful, and yet
encouraging readers to become
thoughtful creators. Elements of
Tagore’s art, hisimagination, and
his childhood are all highlighted
using different colour palettes and
techniques. Readers will delight in
playing with the book as they look
through windows, peep into rooms
and join baithaks. The book itself
is a work of art!

Chitty - A Dog and
Her Forest Farm

Publisher Kalpavriksh
Published 2021
Author Serow
Illustrator Rajiv Eipe

Chitty is a dog who is taken from
the streets of Pune to a life in a
forest farm in the Western Ghats.
We are introduced to her world at
the farm, her growing years, her
adventures and her deep, abiding
relationship with Serow. The
illustrations bring this green, wet,
funny, scary world alive. The
sensitive portrayal of Chitty’s
passing is @ mediation on the
nature of life thatis such a rare
opportunity for children to relate
toitin writing.
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I SAW A

COCKROACH!

Eeeeeekkks!
| Saw a Cockroach

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2021

Author Arthy Muthanna Singh
and Mamta Nainy

Illustrator Charulata Mukherjee

Children have always been
fascinated by creepy-crawlies, and
the common cockroach is a
familiar one for most children.
This book gives an entertaining
insight into its private life, its
unique anatomy, its habits and
habitats, strange facts like how
long a cockroach can hold its
breath and its amazing hardiness
that has helped it to survive nearly
unchanged for millions of years
before humans appeared on Earth.



YOUNG READER

Non-fiction

SHOREWALK

YUVAN AVES

Shorewalk

Publisher Tulika Books
Published 2022
Author Yuvan Aves
Illustrator Yuvan Aves

Alittle girl, Kadalammg, learns of
the secrets of the sea as she takes
a shorewalk with her fisherman
grandfather, Palayam. This book
is illustrated with photographs of
life and living on the seashore and
has an insider’s view of the deep
relationship that communities
share with the sea and all the life
in it. The sensitivity and voice of
the narrative, the depth of content
and excellentimages make the
book a wonderful example of
narrative non-fiction.

The Plant Whisperer

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Sayantan Datta
Illustrator Bhavya Kumar

This picture book explores the
journey of a young woman scientist
finding her place in the world. The
secrets of plants intrigue her as much
as she continues to struggle with
loneliness, often baffled in an unkind
world. The illustrations capture the
sense of her discovery that mustard
plants that grew up with unrelated
plants tended to help each other as
much as they tell the story of her
self-discovery. A book for all children
who love asking questions about the
world and themselves.

Hindi, Marathi and Kannada translations
by Pratham Books are recommended.

The Tiger of the River

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint
of Speaking Tiger

Published 2022

Author Adrian Pinder

Illustrator Maya Ramaswamy

A fantastically written book about
the mahseer fish in the Kaveri river.
The writing is dramatic and
emotional and the illustrations
draw you into the world of Matisha-
a gorgeous, golden mahseer. The
collision of the natural world with
the apathy of the humans is well
presented. The ending is like a
salute to the majestic tiger on land
and the tiger in the river. It's a book
that makes you want to do
something!
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| Am So Much More

Publisher HarperCollins
Publishers India
Published 2021

Author Divya Thomas
Illustrator Ruchi Shah

The book addresses the
all-pervasive topic of skin colourin
India. The delightfulillustrations
present a whole palette of skin
tones by associating the shades to
all kinds of things around us. Did
you realise that biscuits come in all
kinds of skin colour? The rhymes
accompanying the illustrations
challenge gender stereotypes, bring
in unusual professions and children
who dream big.
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YOUNG ADULT

Fiction

DIVYA ANAND

Misfit Madhu

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2022

Author Divya Anand

Illustrator Vedushi Sinha

This breezy novel has in its heart
3 classic non-conformist teenager,
Madhu. She develops a computer
app that goes viral and she is soon
caughtin a maelstrom of conflicts
with peers and adults, with
hilarious consequences. This book
is warm, empathetic and
energetic, with Madhu possessing
far more agency than teenagers
portrayed in Indian fiction. A girl
who loves to code and is good at it
serves to highlight the serious,
gendered perception of coding
abilities in India.

Online Encounters
and More, 12 Teenage
Stories

Publisher Children's Book Trust
Published 2021

Author Multiple Authors
Illustrator Ajanta Guhathakurta

This book fills an important gap,
that of reading material for
teenagers that is about their lives
as they lead them today,
surrounded by technology, stark
economic inequalities, and fast
changing social norms and
priorities. The stories depict
teenagers from different strata of
Indian society, girls and boys,
urban and rural, rich and poor.
Real issues are dealt with without
preaching or judgements, and real
dilemmas are presented frankly.

The Enchanted Cottage

Publisher HarperCollins
Publishers India

Published 2022

Author Ruskin Bond

Illustrator Sucharita Sengupta Suri

A beautifully illustrated and
designed storybook from the
master storyteller Ruskin Bond.
The story does not hold too many
surprises or too many ghostly
encounters, but there is
tremendous atmosphere. As the
author describes the cottage, the
surrounding jungle and the greedy
crow, we visualize it all and get
pulled into the world where
something is waiting to happen.
And something is not quite dead
because life was cruel...
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When Blackbirds Fly

Publisher Duckbill, an imprint of
Penguin Random House India
Published 2022

Author Hannah Lalhlanpuii
Illustrator Canato Jimo

Set against the backdrop of the
struggle for independence in
Mizoram, this heart-wrenching
story takes us on a journey with
the protagonist from just wanting
to lead a peaceful life to inevitably
getting almost overwhelmed by
the circumstances that are not of
his own making. A coming of age
story, a tender reminder that no
one remains unaffected by war
and strife, least of all children.
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When | met the Mama
Bear - A Forest Guard's
Story

Publisher Talking Cub,

an imprint of Speaking Tiger
Published 2022

Author Prerna Singh Bindra
Illustrator Maya Ramaswamy

This book is the story of Priya, a
young woman who works as a forest
guard in Melghat National Park.
Priya tackles loneliness and fear,
and living away from her daughter.
One day, she encounters a mother
bear and cubs while on her rounds
leading to a fearful adventure with
an unexpected ending. A special
book for young readers that not
only tells an exciting story but gives
the context as well, which makes it a
cross-genre book in many ways.
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YOUNG ADULT

Non-fiction

After Midnight,
A History o
Independent India

Publisher Puffin Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House India
Published 2022

Author Meghaa Gupta

Illustrator Sayan Mukherjee

An inspiring but realistic look at
the triumphs and trials of the
post-independence era, when this
motley union of hundreds of little
princely states became a nation,
grew and developed, and reached
a stature of no small significance
in the world today. Due credit is
given to all who contributed to this
journey, and the narrative brings
us right to the post-pandemic
times, giving context to the
present and hope for the future.

India's Freedom Story

Publisher HarperCollins

Publishers India

Published 2021

Author Ira Saxena and Nilima Sinha
Illustrator Arun Pottirayil

Broadening the scope of the
struggle for independence that
children have read in their history
books, this book links the events
that began in 1857 and developed
and swelled into the tide that swept
us to freedom in 1947. Apart from
events and personalities, it also
discusses the ideas, ideologies and
philosophies that shaped the
freedom struggle and continue to
influence modern India and people
and movements around the world.

Philosophy for Children

Publisher Jugnoo Prakashan
Published 2021

Author Sundar Sarukkai
Illustrator Priya Kuriyan

This unusual book attempts to
banish the common perception that
philosophy is not for children,
though most of us can recognize
that children make wonderful
philosophers. The book is divided
into sections where timeless and
core philosophical concerns are
transformed into common themes
in a child’s life — seeing, thinking,
reading, writing, mathematics, art,
being good and learning - that they
can relate to easily. The quirky
illustrations animate and support
the lucid text that makes philosophy
contemporary, fun, relatable yet
absorbing.



Tipu Sultan of the Siwaliks

Publisher Talking Cub, an imprint of

Speaking Tiger
Published 2022
Author Amirtharaj Christy Williams

This research memoir attempts to

capture the many facets of elephant

lives in the wild. The writer gets to
know elephants as individuals, and
grows close to them, particularly to
Tipu, the largest of them in Rajaji

National Park, the area of his study.

Written in a vivid, lively style, and
illustrated with photographs, his
book captures changes in physical
and socio-cultural landscape and

the escalating conflicts with humans,

giving a fascinating insight into a
complex co-existence of forests,

animals and humans in today’s world.
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IH THE LAND
WA METLES LN

In The Land
Where Beetles Rule

Publisher Pratham Books
Published 2022

Author Suniti Namjoshi
Illustrator Krishna Bala Shenoi

Illustrated books of poetry for
children are rare in India. The pages
of this bold and pathbreaking book
have sparse but unsparing text that
are illustrated by stunning and
disturbing illustrations of a stark
future where the world as we know it
has collapsed and beetles rule the
land. A book for older readers, each
page opens a conversation on
recognizable markers of today’s
world set in an unrecognizable future.

Kannada translation by Pratham Books
is recommended.
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Thejaswi Shivanand is a library educator at
Champaca Children’s Library, Bengaluru and faculty
of the Library Educator’s Course in English run by
Bookworm, Goa. He is a consultant to several schools
and organizations that work with libraries. He has an
abiding love for picture books and is continually
astounded by their ability to reach and embrace
readers, irrespective of age and background,

with the wholeness of life.

Mini Shrinivasan is a children’s writer and
teacher educator based in Pune. She has worked
extensively in the field of early childhood and
primary education for children in rural schools.
Her books for pre-teens have won the Sahitya
Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar and the Hindu
Young World award. She also writes for very
young, early learners. Her other interests are
drawing, reading, yoga and travel.



Prachi Kalra is a storyteller who also teaches at
Delhi University. She grew up listening to naughty
stories from her grandmother. Now she teaches
courses in how to teach reading and children’s
literature. She believes that reading for pleasure is
the best thing that you can do with your time. She
loves telling the scariest ghost stories and dreams
of opening a library one day.
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parag

AN INITIATIVE OF
TATA TRUSTS

Parag Initiative of Tata Trusts is driven by a belief in the transformative

power of reading. Parag is working to ensure that children across India can
appreciate and enjoy reading, especially in diverse languages. Parag’s
three-pronged model for sourcing, publishing and disseminating children’s \
literature has catalysed the children’s literature, reading and literacy

ecosystem towards encouraging joyful reading among children and youth.
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