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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— engage with collaborative-as well as self-directed learning.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ~..However, such active reading communities in school libraries ...
are few in India and the discourse around libraries needs to be

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

emphasized on the pivotal role played by trained and sensitive library educators, who
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— enable open and active learning communities of children in the libraries. She highlighted
Parag’s Library Educator’s Course-2017 to be held in Hindi and English and invited

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, inclusion in library spaces, encouraging participation of school and local communities, ...
encouraging reluctant readers, or making the library more engaging and dynamic. The

~ organizations displaying their work were, Bookworm, Centre for Learning, Deepalaya, =~

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— Kalike, Muskaan, Pratham; Room to-Read-and Trilogy [For details of best practice oo’

displayed see Annexure AJ.
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,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, participant with significant experience in the space of children’s libraries. Participant. ...
groups spent 20 minutes each with two assigned organizations and spent the remaining

All the panelists and group facilitators were given a set of guiding questions to probe and
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' deeply understand-the vision-of the-organization;, alignment of their library practices with-——

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, communities of readers quoting different examples. She emphasized upon buildinga. ...
library culture - a reading culture, emanating from the fact that culture shapes who reads

QUESTIONS DOES THE DISPLAY REFLECT WHAT THE ORGANIZATION
""""" TO PONDER | "{ISHES TO CONVEY AS THEIR BEST PRACTICE?
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, HOW. CLEARLY HAS THE MESSAGE BEEN SHARED?
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ismTﬁEWBESTmpRACTICE;WINWITSWESSENCEVWSUSTAINABLE?WWWWWW

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" DOES THE BEST PRACTICE ARISE FROM THE ORGANIZATION’S =~
VISION?
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IN CHILDREN'’S LITERATURE:
Kamtla Bhasin-emphasized the need to take books to children-and children to books. -
However, she urged everyone to seriously consider which books are chosen to be made

reiterated that the goal of reading and learning is liberation—Lliberation from inequality,
stereotypes, hatred, violence, conflicts, wars and personal weaknesses. She said that

2. ATTENTION GIVEN TO LITERATURE FOR/ABOUT CHILDREN
WITH DISABI LI T I ES ¢
Sayoni from Duckbill publishers talked about the inadequacy of children’s literature for

3. EXAMINE THE LARGER VISION OF A LIBRARY:

- lt was seen that there were different understandings regarding the larger vision for what a

library can do for children’s development. Is library just another tool to teach children how

to read and write? Is library a space to explore joy, creativity and imagination? Is library a
medium to understand diverse experiences? |s the core purpose of a library to stimulate -
the thirst in children for social justice and equity? Or is library a means to provide
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Each program is guided by their own larger vision for a library that goes beyond
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" programmatic concerns. While issues-around access, reach-and-day-to-day-activities used---
,,,,,,,, in running of the library are important, they must be guided by a well-articulated vision.

Therefore, it is an important task for all library programs to engage in serious reflections
around what their personal vision for a library is. Guiding documents such as the National

... | . context, library educator can be an important link between the library and the classroom
as well as between children and the library.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 4. READING FOR LITERACY OR. HIGHER ORDER SKILLS: ...
During the panel discussions, some panelists expressed appreciation for some libraries

~ that are striving to develop not just the functional aspects of literacy but also higher order

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" cognitive-and social skills of children. It seems really important to- study and-highlight this——

. aspect of library work through research, semi-academic or popular articles. Some

projects seem to be looking at libraries as just an extension of their work to improve
functional literacy and numeracy skills amongst children:

5. READING FOR PLEASURE:

... | . thatwe derive from the book. In order for this to happen, the reader needs to have anear
autonomy in choosing what to read, when to read, where to read and how to read it. Adults

- can play a role in providing suggestions and creating an atmosphere where reading can be

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, enjoyed, however, the ultimate choice lies with-the child..Research-shows.that reading.-................

enjoyment is more important for children’s educational success than their socioeconomic

tradition has its stronghold and spread of functional literacy is so uneven, detailed
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" discussions-are due that make explicit the cultural codes of how to read for pleasure, how
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closer to books..One must be intentional in the use of activities that bring.children closer ..
towards wanting to read a book or to reflect better on what they read in the book. At the

same time, traditionally libraries are seen as quiet spaces that are devoid of any interac-
tions-or activities. Some teachers expressed their surprise with the idea that they can- -
facilitate activities in the library. Therefore, it might be useful to provide space for collec-

tive ideation exercises, where library educators can come up with and share relevant
activities that-they canuse‘in-their libraries with-children of different-age groupsand-—

design meaningful engagement around different themes and genres of literature and the .
like. It is important, therefore, to create a platform wherein teachers and librarians can

come together and build a community of active readers. Online platforms and social
networks can-be instrumental in creating such a platform.
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that shapes their reading behaviors. Is reading looked at a sacrosanct practice, wherein
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" books-are the words-of divine-and-hence; not to-be argued with?Is-accuracy-of oo
reading/writing more important than subjective interpretation? Are reading/writing looked

at as means of creative expression? It has been seen that access to reading and writing as

means of development of the self, expression-and liberationis limited to some privileged

9. SCALE VERSUS DEPTH:

A fair amount of time was spent in discussing the duality between the scale and depth of

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, library work. Are.small libraries that-are engaging-with.children-and communities. deeply ...
the way to go? Or is it more important to focus on the reach of libraries and make books

library educators can work independently as a strong, interconnected network of

practitioners, in order to retain the autonomy-and focus that small scale work allows. As

10. CHILDREN’S AUTONOMY IN THE LIBRARY:
. The topic of the autonomy of children in.-running-and engaging with-the library was also................
given attention. A participant expressed his concern around not involving children’s voices
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~FEEDBACK = | to'meet-people from-different-organizations:
RECEIVED

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Desire to have MORE number of such unConferences, more number of days per

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, unConference, more organizations to be presentnextyear. ...

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Kamala Bhasin’s opening address was POWERFUL: It brought attention toanaspect

e Walk - through -with- display-organizations was VALUABLE. They-presented different oo
approaches to working with libraries.

Panel discussions COULD NOT ENGAGE all participants. These discussions could
have focused more on issues unique to the space of library such as the vision of libraries,

"""" inclusive nature of library practices, sustainability of library initiatives, challenges faced
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr during.implementation, - motivating reluctant readers, developing-reading communities, ...............

engaging children’s families and larger communities with school libraries.

the best practices of the display organizations. Visits became more of freewheeling
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr discussion sessions. The focus shifted to questions of the ‘how many’, ‘how much’ nature.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, participants to.engage effectively. ..
o TheunConference could be a space to share possible activities
coto-pe-donesin tibraries; have sessions on how to choose good -
————————————————————————————————————————————————— —-children’s literature; and-engage in deeper discussions-on-some -
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, key issues and themes related to libraries.......
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CWAY | TR T e T e
FORWARD organizations and members of the organizing team felt that the

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" unConference was a good start to take forward the intentionof

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" enriching the discourse around children’s tibraries in‘India.

OPPORTUNITIES for smaller group discussions or reflections can be designed in
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" addition to/in place of the panel discussions. This-might altow for more participantsto
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through the Displays,
""" the UnConference room

__engaging 'Library quiz’ .
hosted by Sujata

shared reflective space
""" for librarians, tibrary
educators and book

initiative of Bookworm.
... Thisjournalwas.............
inaugurated in the
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,,,,,,, considered was instrumental in significantly improving their.own library work. These. ...
displays were in the form of charts, art/craft, standees, photographs, books, worksheets
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..form of accordion-shaped story boards, which.can be used for.read-alouds or shared ...
readings.
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talked about activities done around the library such as quizzes, book auctions, treasure
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr hunts, making wishbooks, making newsletters, book reviews, introducing various genres -
in literature, introduction to different writing forms, author interactions, book talks and

silent reading sessions among others. In CFL, reading does not stay confined to the

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" libraries but-also extends to.common-dining-and leisure spaces, classrooms-and-also-
around their bedtime.
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3. DEEPALAYA:
"""" Deepalaya’s encourages - member-to-member-bookreading practices; wherein children -
from the Deepalaya centers take books home and read stories out for their friends and

is allowed to take books home and if children finish reading 100 books and submit a
rrrrrrr certain number of book reviews, they get a gift voucher that contains books, bagsand---
stationery materials.
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,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, came.up.with different possibilities.. |deas were put together, edited and published.as.an..............
illustrated book. Library educators have also written books that represent the lives around

~ them from their unique point of view. Making such contextual reading material available to

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr children plays-a pivotal role in getting children more engaged with the stories, represent- -

ing the lives of people living on the margins of the society, and inculcating a sense of pride
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giving more freedom to children to pick books of their own choice and children have also
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr taken-more ownership of their book collection, resulting-in drastic reduction inthe ...
number of books needing replacement each year.
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"""" MALVIKA RAI (ShivNadarSchools)

SOURAV BANERJEE (Room to Read India)

SUJATA NORONHA (Bookworm Goa)

lively discussion around
,,,,,,, children’s library best ...
practices.
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Teachers/
Librarf_an_s; VL




