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INTRODUCTION  

Recent research literature in India reports low reading levels among school going 

children. The proportion of children (nationally) in Std. V who cannot read a Std. II 

level text has increased from 51.8% in 2011 to 53.2 % in 2012. 1 (ASER 2012,2011). 

International surveys like the PISA2 confirm national findings - our children cannot 

read. As the PISA rankings show, the ‘reading’ problem is not endemic to India alone. 

As teachers around the world search for a method to teach reading or a reading 

program that will guarantee success, it is increasingly becoming clear that there 

cannot be one solution.   

In 1985, a report released in the US, called Becoming a Nation of Readers, made two 

important points. They were: 

 “The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for 

eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children.” 

 “The commission found conclusive evidence to support reading aloud not only 

in the home but also in the classroom: “It is a practice that should continue 

throughout the grades.” 

RATIONALE 

While storytelling and reading have begun to acquire a new status in some 

educational spaces, there exists no resource material to help a teacher do anything 

creative or exciting with a story book in an informed manner.  

This fellowship ‘ Compiling, creating and piloting a Resource Book on Story 

extension ideas classroom use’ was thus born out of a need to make explicit the link 

between read alouds and literacy and plug the resource gap that existed, by creating 

and pilot-testing lesson plans, based on a certain idea of pedagogy for the read-aloud. 

The fellowship project was based on a fundamental belief in reading aloud and its 

benefits. The work of read-aloud exponents like Jim Trelease, Lucy Calkins and Mem 

Fox helped place the project in a theoretical framework. The inspiring field level work 
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of Goa based organization Bookworm enabled lesson planning in creative ways for the 

read aloud sessions. 

 

THE BENEFITS OF READING ALOUD 

 According to Trelease, reading habits are directly proportionate to one’s 

achievement and performance. He says, “Students who read the most, read the 

best, achieve the most, and stay in school the longest.” 

 He also states that reading is an accrued skill. One gets better at it only through 

repeated exposure and experience. 

 Beck & McKeown suggest that ‘Text Talk’ around a story book can enable 

learners to understand and use new words in other contexts. 

 Claudia Cornett highlights the value of the affective element inherent in read 

alouds to foster a classroom that would be diverse in its responses and where 

children realize their full meaning making potential. 

 An arts-based read aloud approach in Cornett’s words will “help students 

become more different, not more alike.” 

A more detailed explanation of this can be found in section 5 of the Fellowship Report. 

LESSON PLANNING GUIDELINES 

For the read aloud session with children to be successful, the teacher must plan many 

things in advance. The first thing the teacher must do is identify a good story book. 

Guidelines for story book selection are attached in the annexure. Next, he/she must 

enlarge the book. An A3 size colour photocopy would be the best way to enlarge it. 

The pages must then be cellotaped together in such a way that the book opens up as 

an accordion. 

 Mentioned below are some guidelines for planning the session. 

 

1 Creating the mood for the story 

It is imperative that the teacher identifies the main theme of the story to be read 

aloud. Based on the theme the teacher could plan pre-reading activities that would 



engage the children and ensure their participation in different ways. The pre-reading 

activity could be: 

 a group discussion through teacher led questions 

  brainstorming 

 a discussion elicited by an object shown to the group 

 a prediction based discussion about the title page of the story book 

 2 Creating an opportunity to immerse the reader in the context of the story 

 The mood created through a pre-reading activity must be extended using an array of 

stimulating activities. It is important to note here that guided by Howard Gardner’s 

theory of multiple intelligences, these activities must be multi-sensory and active. It 

must enthral children of all ages in the group and keep them engaged in a creative 

manner. Hence the teacher should plan for songs, games and discussion which would 

activate the desired schema in children and also immerse them further in the theme.   

3 Reading aloud the story 

The teacher must use appropriate voice modulation, expressions, gestures and actions 

while reading the story. He/she must not stop at too many points to ask questions or 

to give lengthy explanations. If there are phrases or sentences that are repeated in the 

story, the teacher must enable the children to join in a chorus and say it.  The same 

could be done with actions or gestures that may be crucial to some stories. After the 

story is read aloud, the teacher could check comprehension by asking 3 – 4 questions 

which would go from closed to open-ended questions, requiring children to not only 

recall facts from the story but also reflect, evaluate or make judgements about 

characters, events or experiences.  

 

4 Extension Activity 

The final activity must be designed in a way that allows each member of the audience 

to respond in a personalized and creative way. These activities could vary from being 

an arts-based task (working with colour, materials like sand, paper, clay etc) to 

literacy-based tasks.  What follows is a sample of lesson plan to illustrate how these 

guidelines can be incorporated. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Story Lesson Plan 

Book Title: Main Toh Billi Hoon              Publisher: Eklavya 

Author: Rinchin                 Illustrator: Jitendra Thakur 

 

Game:  One person from the group will be a Cat and another person will be a Rat. The 

Cat must catch the Rat. But everyone, other than the Cat must help the Rat escape.  

Discussion leading to book: Prediction based on cover page. Who is the story about? 

What happens in the story? 

Song:  Billi 

Moti taji billi, kaali bhuuri billi 

Peeth ka dhabba kaala, poonch ka rang ghabra 

Ek din ki baat, khaayye chuuhe paanch 

Chah(6) ke peeche padi 

Toh yuun hi majja aa gaya 

Read Aloud - (mention anything special if needed) 

 

Post Story Discussion questions:  

How do cats carry their little ones?  

When Tinti licks herself, why does she taste salt?  

Why does Tinti pretend to be a cat, according to you? 

Do you pretend to be someone/something else at times? What do you pretend to be? 

 

Extension activity:  A cat does different things. What have you observed them do? 

{E.g.They lick their bodies, they drink milk, they fight with other cats etc.) Divide your 

paper into 4-6 panels and draw the cat doing different actions. Finally name your cats. 

 

 

 



CONCLUSION 

The read aloud pedagogy described here was pilot-tested successfully in three 

different sites. At all sites, children responded to it in a positive and encouraging 

manner. The success of this methodology can in part be attributed to its multisensory 

nature wherein children are constantly engaged in active learning.  

The success of the story read aloud also depends in part on the teacher who is 

leading the session. The teacher’s role is crucial in the planning stage, not just in 

execution. Making a lesson plan, including a song, game and activity requires the 

teacher to think out of the box and to think quickly. This is often done better when a 

few people sit together and brainstorm on story extension ideas. However, there is 

also the danger of the focus shifting from the story to all the activities done before and 

after the read aloud. The teacher must maintain a fine balance and not lose sight of 

her ultimate aim – to read the story and ensure that children understand and enjoy 

the story.  

This detailed fellowship report has tried to make a case for a particular method 

of reading aloud which has been successful with children in different parts of the 

country. But the idea is not to advocate just one way of reading aloud. The idea is to 

begin thinking about ways in which we can enable children to associate ‘reading’ with 

something pleasurable and fun.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 


